
 

 

Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
     Welcome to Year 5! We are so looking forward to beginning a brand new year of learning with you all and we are getting off 
to a terrific start this term, blasting off into our first Topic, ‘Mission to Mars’, which we will be studying up until Christmas. 
Within this Topic we will be focusing on different aspects of space, including facts about planets in the solar system and the 
history of space exploration. If you know anyone with an interest, skill or fascinating information related to this please let your 
class teacher know. In our Science learning, we will be extending our knowledge of the solar system and the location of planet 
Earth and its movements, along with discovering different types of forces through practical experiments. We will also be 
travelling around space within our Design Technology and Art learning, building our creative skills and using a range of new and 
exciting mediums to produce space-themed projects.  
    
  In English, we will be reading ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers, a unique story about the Earth and its diverse range of people, 
places and wildlife. We will be producing a variety of pieces of writing based around this tale of acceptance, tolerance and 
understanding. Presentation and handwriting will be an initial focus in our learning, therefore we ask that you please encourage 
your child to join their writing and form letters as neatly as possible.  In Maths, we will begin the term by developing our 
understanding of number and place value before moving on to solving problems which involve the four key operations: addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division. Having a quick recall of times tables facts is vital for children in Year 5 as these skills are 
required to understand many aspects of Maths learning.  If you would like to support your child in practising these at home, 
please speak to any member of the Year 5 Team.    
 
     Homework expectations this year include: reading at least three times per week; learning spellings and a weekly English and 
Maths task. The children’s spellings will be uploaded to Class Dojo on a weekly basis, and tests will be held every Friday. A new 
copy of your child’s Class Dojo login information will be included in their Home Learning book; if you have any trouble accessing 
Class Dojo at home, please speak to a member of the Year 5 Team. Homework books should be handed in by Thursday so home 
learning can be checked, marked and efforts celebrated. Homework books will be returned to your child on a Friday.  P.E. this 
term will be on a Tuesday for 5AS and 5SI. Please ensure your child has their full school P.E kit, including suitable footwear on 
this day, as we aim to have as many P.E. lessons as possible outside during the months to come and your child may wear black 
tracksuit bottoms or leggings for P.E. to keep them warm. Please be aware that your child’s P.E. kit may only be brought to 
school on a Tuesday and it must be taken home at the end of the same day.  
 
     We cannot thank you enough for the immense support you have shown the school during these past months of uncertainty. 
As a staff, we are committed to welcoming the children back into a safe and nurturing environment where they feel confident 
and settled, ready to progress in their learning. As the Government guidelines for education amidst COVID-19 continue to 
evolve, we will ensure continued communication with all parents and carers and we will adjust to any new changes to the best 
of our ability, however, if you wish to communicate with your child’s class teacher, please contact the school office by telephone 
or email ecs@ecs.plymouth.sch.uk.  
 
     Thank you for your continued support,  
Miss Ireson, Mr Sturgeon and the Year 5 Team.  
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